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FIRST AMERICAN EDITION SERIES 


by Peter O'Donnell and Jim Holdaway 


MODESTY BLAISE © Top Traitor @ The Vikings.... 5.95 


First American Printing. In “Тор Traitor,” Modesty and Willie are faced with the apparent 
defection of Sir Gerald Tarrant. In “The Vikings,” they battle a band of modern-day pirates. 


MODESTY BLAISE © Mrs. Drake 8 Uncle Happy... . 5 


Two more stories never before available in America: “The Mind of Mrs. Drake” is a chilling tale 
of espionage & revenge, while “Uncle Happy” finds Modesty at the mercy of a U.S. gangster. 


ፍሽ SPIRIT 25. 


THE SPIRIT by Will Eisner © The First 93 Dailies . . . . 3.95 


Squire Sampson offers the underworld a million dollar reward for unmasking The Spirit, and 
Kaibosh & Sphinx are on the verge of cashing in — when beautiful Destiny Blake intervenes! 


THE SPIRIT Volume 2 © 200 Dailies 


In Hollywood, The Spirit tangles with Gloria Fillum. Back home, he is shanghaied by The 
Squid. Then Fanny Ogre holds him to a vow . . . and Dr. Future dies right on schedule. 


THE SPIRIT Volume 3 @ 200 More Dailies 


Mr. Porcine comes to town, followed by Destiny Blake. Col. Max Mite tries to take over the 
rackets, Ebony gets involved with Dr. Lear N. Lurk, and Ellen Dolan becomes an actress. 
THE SPIRIT Volume 4 @ The Last 245 Dailies 


Lucky Chance and Destiny Blake help The Spirit track down The Man From Cairo. Then 
The Spirit is captured by the Nazis, unmasks the Cowled Killer, and proposes to Ellen Dolan. 


LADY LUCK Volume 1 @ 16 Stories 

Ten stories and an intro by Klaus Nordling, plus six additional stories by Fred Schwab, all 
reproduced from original art. Charming, sexy and silly — the 1940s at its best. 
LADY LUCK Volume 2 @16 Stories 


A capsule history of Lady Luck, featuring work by all four L.L. artists — Chuck Mazoujian, 
Nicholas Viscardi, Klaus Nordling and Fred Schwab — plus an intro by Cat Yronwode. 


The Spint and Lady Luck © Will Eisner, by permission 
Modesty Blaise © Express Newspapers Ltd.. by permission 


FIRST AMERICAN EDITION SERIES 


by Donne Avenell and Enrigue Romero 


© THE BEGINNING © 
© THE CHOSEN ® 


— P 


Edited bv Catherine Yronwode 


Introduction by Maggie Thompson 


FIRST AMERICAN EDITION SERIES @ 1981 by Ken Pierce 
AXA “The Beginning” and “The Chosen” © 1981 by Express Newspapers, Ltd. 
Published by Ken Pierce, Box 332, Park Forest, III. 60466 
Complete lists for a stamp. 
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December 1932, artist-writer Norman Pett, via the British newspaper the Daily Mirror, intro- 
duced the world to Jane. Now, Jane was not the first artist's creation to be designed to attract 
an audience looking for pictures of pretty women. In the field of pen and ink illustration 
alone, Charles Dana Gibson had done so well at drawing attractive women of his day that an entire 
generation of women imitated the appearance of the “Gibson Girl” in the 1890s. And Gibson was hardly 
the first; not even counting Jane, Gibson was certainly not the last. 


B RITISH comic strips have a long and honorable tradition of removing clothes from women. In 
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Jane by Norman Pett; the very first strip 


Coulton. Waugh (in his 1947 The Comics) stated flatly that Polly (who began in Positive Polly for 
the New York Journal in 1912 — a strip which metamorphosed into Polly and Her Pals) “was the first 
true girlie girlie in strip history.” Cliff Sterrett’s masterpiece may or may not have been “the first true 
girlie girlie” daily comic strip. The fact remains that Gibson and Sterrett were part of a line of descent 
that led, by World War II, to a number of strips and panels in the U.S. Those were the strips and panel 
cartoons which featured shapely women in revealing costumes — from strips like Milton Caniff's Miss 
Lace to Edgar Martin’s Boots and Her Buddies. 


In the U. S., Waugh’s “girlie girlie” strips were common enough, and it's possible to research their 
roots and branches via the San Francisco Academy of Comic Art's collection of American strips. It is 
not possible at this time to give similar treatment and study to British strips, unfortunately, nor to find 
out why it was considered proper for “family papers" in England to run comic strip art that couldn't 
be found in the U. S. outside publications aimed at “for men only" audiences. 
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Jane by Norman Pett 


No matter how it happened, Jane became 
well known almost at once for its title character’s 
ability to shed her clothes at the slightest excuse 
(a bath, an accidental dunk in the river, a change 
of clothes, or an attempt to climb through barbed 
wire). Poor Jane might be carefully secreted from 
the curious eyes of the strip’s other characters 
(though she wasn’t always safe in that regard, 
either), but the readers watched her assume a 
state of deshabille about once a week By early 
June 1942, she was seen skinny-dipping with 
little left to the readers’ imaginations. 


Accidental or deliberate disrobings aside, 
Jane was basically a Sweet Young Thing. Her 
relations with her dear Georgie Porgie were dis- 
creet — and seemed pretty much limited to 
moonlit romantic clinches. Her sexual innocence 
was preserved, though occasionally threatened. In 
1959 she finally rowed into the sunset with her 
Georgie. (Later strips weren’t by Pett; the last 
strip by Mike Hubbard even borrowed liberally 
from Alex Raymond.) 


Jane may have been the first to shed her 
clothes in the interests of building morale in the 
pages of “family” papers. But she certainly did 
not long remain alone. In fact, above-the-waist 
nudity in British papers is almost a matter of 
routine; it is also one thing which helps keep 
British strips from being widely syndicated in U. S. 


papers. When Modesty Blaise, for example, was in fairly common U. S. syndication, her original scanty 
apparel was covered for “family” consumption. At least Blaise operates in a world primarily controlled 
by logic and plot necessity. Her scripts (by the great Peter O’Donnell) are carefully done, and she does 
not usually appear in skivvies unless she is doing something requiring such apparel. Likewise, the London 
Daily Express Syndicate’s contemporary adventure series Amanda contains frequent scenes of scanty 
dress and even semi-nudity (effectively barring it from American distribution). But as with Modesty 
Blaise, these are always dictated by the story line, rather than serving as a feeble excuse around which 


to construct a plot. 
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Amanda (unsigned, a Daily Express series) 


Adventure strips are not the only ones to feature half-clothed British womanhood. Even the light 
domestic comedy series, such as Michael Kelly's George and Lynne, provide regular displays of flesh. One 
shudders to think of Dagwood and Blondie reading such comics in their newspaper. 


Usually excuses for stripping British comic- 
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tradition protested when Tiffany Jones appeared 
in her scanty underwear in the very first issue 
of her strip. But when it comes to science 

fiction series, the clothes really come off, and 
inhibitions with them. The Superman of British 
sf/fantasy comics, Garth, routinely has a long 
nude bedroom sequence with the heroine of 
each adventure. 


And Scarth, a futuristic model who gets 
involved in espionage and interplanetary travel, 
rarely appears with clothes or without masculine 
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This is a strip which recently began running 
in the London Daily Express, and it brings us 
the latest in stripper strips, not to mention 
“girlie girlies.” (It’s about time to put that term 
to rest; and if you're talking about Axa, you 
might even consider referring to her as a “laidy 
lady.”) 


You just can't call Axa stunningly original, 
though stunning she may be in other ways. Her 
plot seems born of Logan's Run and any number of after-the-foul-up sf stories — with a world divided 
between the regimented few in the city, and the brutal, barbaric, free-but-endangered (and often mutated) 
life outside. The artwork on the strip is by Enrique Romero, who is probably best known to American 
comics fans as the artist who took over Modesty Blaise after the death of Jim Holdaway; he did that 
strip for an even longer time than Holdaway. 


George and Lynne by Michael Kelly 


It is probably Romero's art that will most please most readers. One dealer, announcing the upcoming 
publication of this very volume, commented, “The poor girl can't seem to keep her clothes on, making 
this surprisingly adult material for a daily strip.” As a matter of fact, she tends to pop her clothes off 
and on at the slightest excuse. It can almost become a game, working out what has happened to them 
from panel to panel — playing Follow the Bouncing Bra for example. She strips all her clothes off in 
the third strip but is already using the torn-off fragments to fashion a loincloth in the fourth; by the 
next day she has managed to rig a strapless bra — why isn't clear — but half of it pops off by the eighth 
strip. And so it goes. On again, off again, partly on, etcetera. 


She also manages to do a fair amount of bed-hopping for a “family” newspaper heroine. No doubt 
about it, this is not a comic strip you'll be likely to find next to Blondie and Peanuts in your local daily. 
Donne Avenell (who also once wrote Tiffany Jones, as well as the comics adaptations of Hammer horror 
films) tends to write very straightforward stories, getting Axa from sex to violence and back with few pauses 
for memorable speeches or sophisticated science fiction concepts. 


Enjoy these first two stories in the Axa saga. They're part of a British tradition, though not the 
British tradition that would occur to most people. Comics fans who know about Jane and Modesty 
Blaise and Romeo Brown and Scarth and the many other British strips with displays of female skin will 
recognize influences and fit Axa into its proper comics niche. 
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“А HAUNTED BY THE PAST AND 
TERRIFIEL 


SLOW DOWN, WOMAN... THE MIDDLE Ж) ኤ ር BUT THERE ARE 

PEOPLE ARE TOO SCARED OF THE МЕ ZEN DANGERS ALL 
‘WILDERNESS TO FOLLOW ۱ FAN, ROUND US, 

US OUT HERE MATT... 


YOUR WOUND'S 2 - BUT I WANT TO ВЕ IN 
STOPPED Ч 
ЕРІМ... Е. +N 


“АХА AND THE WOUNDED MATT 
HAVE ESCAPED FROM THE 
SEEN OF THE MIDDLE 
YOU'VE GOT ል 
HIDEOUT IN THE 
WILDERNESS? 


THE OLD PEOPLE 

WERE RESTLESS . . . 
ALWAYS ON THE MOVE... 
NEEDING TO GO PLACES, 
FARTHER AND FASTER... 


THE BIGGEST ROADS 
WERE KNOWN AS 
MOTORWAYS... 


BURIED THI 
À WAYS UNDER A 
ЗА DESERT ОР 


Н, THE OLD 
PEUPLE WERE 
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50 WE'LL ВИП Ат WORLD, 
۷۵۱۔۸۵۸۳۲۰۰‎ 1, AND PEOPLE 
LIKE US .. . A HI 


FIT FOR HUMAN 


IF [ለላ STRONG, W 
IT'S BECAUSE | HOPE! ۵ 
წს THERE MUST BE A N 
ШІ BETTER WORLD THAN 


OR SEAL OURSELVES ЛИ‏ ے 
OFF FROM REALITY LIKE MY Jig‏ 
PEOPLE OF THE DOME...‏ 
۳1 1 
WE'LL FIGHT TOGETHI‏ 


ITH OUR FACES TO THE FUTI 
WHAT'S WHY YOU'VE GOT 
LIVE, MATT Z 


k Фа он, МАТТ... WHY 
мат! , Үй 
EED you! 4 р لی‎ YOU HAVE ТО, 


BUT | KNOW 
8٧۷ 


| MUST GET 
AWAY FROM HERE 


STING FROM ONE 
THOSE MONSTERS... Wii 
WOULD MEAN DEATH : J 


AXA IN THE 
BEES” ГАП... 


r .1. 227 7 

= >) აღ Л єз А FIGHT TO 

Š j / #67) THE DEATH... 

> 1 7 BETWEEN ME AND 
2 ТИЕ MUTANT 

არე QUEEN...‏ سا گے 

ყყთ/ E > መ] 

7%. / us Ч 
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VE 
3 


4 
AND THAT'S WHA] 
THE WORKERS HAN 
=, CROWDED IN HERI 
ТО WATCH... 


ЖО” „УМЕ KILLED THE OF COURSE... THEIR QUEEN'S 

22777 MUTANT QUEEN... DEAD... HER CORPSE HAS ТО 
>>, NOW THE WORKERS An BE CLEARED AWAY... 
TES, ARE COMING АТ 


THOSE BEES 
REMIND ME OF 
THE PEOPLE OF THE 
DOME... EFFICIENT 

++. HEARTLESS 


Tf. 74 Nou, 
ША RVED 15 DEAD 
UT THEY FEEL NOTHING | R 
SHE'S JUST A CARCASE DN 
4 


Бі 
ТО BE DISPOSED ОҒ... Дже 


می ټسټ 
Аха HAS‏ 
ESCAPED‏ 
THE BEES... [А‏ 


ЕКЕ. <. 
FIVE DAYS SINCE 
MATT DIED... AND 


LEFT ME TO WANDER 
IN THE WILDERNESS, 
ALONE... 


Е GRAVE, MAYBE 


THEY RAPED IE THEIR GHOSTS EVER RISE 
THE EARTH... FROM THI 

AND LEFT US THEY'RE ASHAMED... 
ል BARREN 5 


DON'T TALK 
TEN ME WHAT YOU'RE 
DOING HERE IN THE 


ОН, JON! 1 WAS SO 
LZ ALONE ...ጹርን DESPERATE... 
ሕ THIS IS ለ MIRACLE. 


BUT | STRUCK YOU WHEN 1 ს “АХА. | (STHATS WHY гу 
сон ED FROM THE DOMED 4 LOVED YOU. ነ ESCAPED FROM ገዜ р 
DOMI 


9 დანა TRE 


И YOU'VE BROKEN OUT OF 
THE DOME „ DEFIED THE 
LAWS.. „FOR 


۲ STILL THE ЗАМЕ 
J NAKED 
BODY ALWAYS МАРЕ, Ў 

YOU UNENSY, DIDN T IT? ዘፌ 


LET ME WRAP ` 
MY CLOAK ROUND 
YOU, AXA а 


FUNNY OLD JON ! م۴ چا‎ 7 s 
Да PE ር ии way DIDN'T YOU EAE و‎ 


FROM THE DOMED СПУ. . 


AXA 
EXHAUSTED. 


SLEEP NOW... JM 


FORCE... RED 
ALERT... I HAVE | 
CONTACT WITH JD 
ბ TARGET... 


ОН... NOBODY, АХА. 
GO BACK TO SLEEP... 


NO! YOU'RE 3 
LYING! مر‎ 
መሠ 
А Р 
.”ኪ/ EX 
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=ë 
JON? WHO TE”, 
ARE YOU 
TALKING TO? 7 7 
MEN IN UNIFORM! ሓጃ 
! GUARDS FROM 

WITH LASER- THE DOMED 
GUNS ! СПУ! 7 

` የ 


NO! YOU'LL 
NEVER TAKE ME 
ALIVE! 


YOU SAID YOU LOVED ME! 
АКО ALL THE TIME 
YOU SOUGHT TO 


BACK INSIDE 
THE DOME! 


YOU DONT KNOW WHAT'S Y ENOUGH OF THIS 
6000 


FOR YOU, WOMAN! / FREEDOM NONSENSE / 


СЕТ HER INSIDE! 


SO THIS IS THE 
REBEL AXA? SHE êl 
LOOKS MORE LIKE || 
A SAVAGE THAN | 
A CITIZEN OF 

THE DOME / 


SHE WILL BE, WHEN WE'VE 


SANITIZED HER... 


DREADFUL, WHAT THE OUTSIDE 
CAN DO TO A CITIZEN... SHE 
NEEDS AN 1 5 


多 


|| ፦ዝ 
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HER 


THAT'S DEPERSONALISED 
FOR A WHILE... 


7 YOU'RE NOT 
NO ARE 10 YORN 
ME INTO ል 
DOLL 


NOW. REBEL AxA. | А WHERE YOU WENT...) [/ TALK! THE INJECTION 
| WHAT DID YOU Ger HOW YOU LIVE «ДО ВЕ سے‎ 


0... 
N YOU 


5 ІЗ 
19 OUTSIDE ? ალთა 


И WE RESCUED THE 
GIRLS FROM THE 


፦ T SHAUL МЕ 
ГЭЖ 1 И NOW? 


CAN WE 
au "PERSONALISE ise You 


Зүү” THE INJECTION'S ۳ ا‎ соор! THE REBEL AXA, Ñ 
: WEARING OFF, ISN'T በ2 ასლ WITH ALL HER SAVAGE 


NO? YOU'RE STILL Ја AN, WITS ABOUT HER, IS NOT 
DEPERSONALISED? ТО BE TRUSTED! 


IVE GOT TO 
GETOUT OF 
THE ED 


Л WONT BE 
~ BUT AT 


OF THIS SEXLESS J2 
UNIFORM. 


WAY OUT 
сп B 


OHNO! WHY DIDITHINK) | ი. , LV ЇГ tHe 8სI0IM6§ 
OOM? m š / ! 


17 (THIS WAS А, EXIT, ALL RIGHT... 
ITS A TANK £ TO HELL... 


IF WATER COMES IN THROUGH Ü 
THE GRILLE... IT MUST GO OUT 
> THE ЗАМЕ WAY... 


DR S YES! I'VE REVERSED 
THE FLOW... THE WATER'S 


WHY DO 1 Have 4 

THIS FEELING ... 

መመ ARE WANCINE S 
EVERY MOVE 


SHE'S 
COOL, YES. 
SHE CAN Sláv 
PA THAT WAY... 


аг. 


TRYING TO ESCAPE 
FROMTHE DOMED ап 
ХА OPENS A DOOR. 


ል CRUSHING ZE 
DISAPPOINTMENT... ДУ WX 


Be” NOT LIKE THESE 
MECHANICAL 
MONSTROSITIES 
OF THE DOME. 


— AN £ წ 5 HUNGER AND 
A 2 DM “a THIRST... THE 
kK SO ШҮ MUTANTS... TH 

YOU COULD 

a FIGHT... 


ОЕ TWE OUTSIDE HAD 

FS DANGERS... 

AT LEAST THEY WERE 
HUMAN... 


es 7 ነ 
Ж: 5 

(MUST MOVI 
WHILE MC. ыг 
SULL GOT THE > 
“ ‘STRENGTH... 


መረጋ 


РЕФ 222. INDESTRUCTIBLE / LAN 


ANOTHER TEST SURVIVED, VIIIIIII 
CONTROLER! | DO BELIEVE 
THE REBEL AXA 1S 7 


4 
ምን 


MY POOR AXA 1 NEVER THOUGHT 

+ WHAT HAVE سه‎ 
THEY DONE TO FOUL EEE 

2 YOU? 


NG 


> 
ne Ni 


0+080 


SN 
111 ٢ 


SO WHAT'S WRONG WITH MACHINES, AXA? 
“THEY MAKE LIFE IN THE DOME EASY... 
у Zw 


OF PROBLEMS. 
INDULGE HIS BODY Ж” 
А AND HIS SENSES... Дуа 


Y 8 PEACE OF MIND... PLEASURI TAKE OFF THOSE RAGS YOU'RE WEARING...) 
DA MEANINGLESS FOR THE 8007... GRATIFICATION 
რ. FREEDOM, AXA... OF THE SENSES ... ኣ 


S>‏ وہ 


OH...JON... 


3 
THEN PUT THIS ON. წ -АТ? 
THE REGULATION A WHA-AT? 
UNIFORM FOR A 

WOMAN OF ፈያ 
THE DOME 


A AXA! 1 THOUGHT La, 8 წ NÍ 
YOU'D COME TO, 7 
YOUR SENSES ! - АКО FREEDOM 


AND YOU CAN 
Axa gesisrs тне II VII KEEP YOUR PLEASURED “Ч 
ዝይ OF ù BODY, AND THE UNIFORM 
THE DOMED СПУ... ۱ THAT GOES WITH ITY 


m A GUARD ON THE ELEVATOR... “Ж 
42) ስ BUT THERE MUST BE ANOTHER 1 
ዘ “ረመ WAY DOWN TO EXIT- LEVEL... “L; 
0 S 
H pè ሾ 7 
ë WAIT, axa! A 
H LISTEN TO ፅም 1 LISTENED > 
ñ м МЕ! ТО YOU BEFORE! AK 
ሀ / AND YOU TEMPTED ኤቪ. - 3 
ш- МЕ! BUT I'VE GOT 
77) | ፍረ ሠ MY SPIRIT 
L BACK NOW! y 


AND IT'S NOT THE ONLY ۸۸ 
ONE DOWN HERE! و‎ 
NOW i KNOW WHAT THI 
EXIT CONTROL CENTRE رو‎ 
REALLY 15. 


.. AND DISPOSE OF IT BY A IT'S AN EXIT, 
FIRE AND АСЮ... ሖ ኣ TO ይ ዘረ ا‎ T 


AL AW 


THEY BRING 
THE DEAD BODIE 


. sur мот ~ 
7 8 a+. AND 


W "УЕ REACHED. 
LA THE OUTER уў 
OF THE DOME! ALL 


CLOSE THE 
SUN- VISOR, 
CONTROLLER ! 


ANY ONE OF THOSE TESTS | SET YOU. 

THE WATER TANK, THE BLAST FURNACE, > 

CRUSHING- PLANT... WOU! ILLED 
THE AVERAGE DOME: PERSON 


TEREST IN YOU, REBEL AXA 
URE Ar REMARKABLE WOMAN 


SUCH QUALITIES ARE RARE - 
1 SHOULD SAY NON-EXISTENT 
AMONG MY PEOPLE OF THE DOME. 
WE DO NOT BREED PERSON) 
INITIATIVE 
HERE 


N 


= < 
YOU'LL NEED 
A THE SEA. A MISSION S THIS 24 
3 DANGEROUS THAT ONLY A 
Sa WOMAN ОР youre ap SPIRIT 4 
په‎ POUL Е Му 
[ 


WHICH IS WHY | ٢ 
AM CHOOSING YOU, 
REBEL AXA, በከ 
TAKE ለ SPECIAI 
MISSION FOR ME. 


